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ar rivet EXcCELLENCY Ps 

WF illiamShirley,EXq; 

Captain General and Governour in 
chief, over His Majefty’s Pro- 


vince of the Aaffachufetts-Bay, 
in New-ENcLanp. _ ho: 


" May it pleafe your Excellency, 


ITH the oreateft Satisfaction, 
@ every one beholds your fupe- 


pour Zanes 
es -riour Abilities employed for 

~ the Profperity of this People : 
Your great Learning not only gives Sa- 
tisfaction to your own Mind, and enter-. 
tains 


_ DEDICATION. ' 


tains ey ene. se cwho fhe aie 
Honour to be your fuiiiliag Friends, 


but is of that kind astobea common and 
extenfive Good. By your. confummate 
- Wifdom ¥ you fupprefsa_ Party-Spirit i in the 
State, -and unite the Hearts of all.Men-to 
one another, and in your felf. And by 
your unwearied Application, we fee our 
Fortifications in a Condition to free us 
from: perplexing Cares about the Enemy ; 
and fuch {peedy and vigorous Meafures 
taken to guard’ our expofed Frontiers as 
calm our Minds under the fad Apprehen- 
fions we had entertained, of a War, in 


ee Wee-England is peculiarly inter- 
efted: . 


And permit me to me the eviderit 
Concern you have difcovered, ever fince 
your advancement. to the Chair of Go- 

vernment 


DEDICATION. 


vernmént in this Province; to’apply pro= 
per wand: deafonable Remedies ° to < every 
Evil our State labours sunder, and<make 
us ‘a profperous People, hath endeared 
you to all: Men. Your Excellency can= 
not be infenfible what Engagements of 
Affection and Efteem your Wifdom and 
GoodnefS have laid thofe under, “who 
have the Honour to have. them more im- 
pietiatee in View. ; 3 while the great oe 
diftant Scituations, take in your Hab 
Adminiftration’ may be more unknown. 
Give me Leave upon-this Octafion to 
teftify the grateful Refentments which 
your paternal Concern for our common 
Good begets in their Minds, 


That I may not alone appear unac- 
ue with our Happinefs under your 
wile 


perfea Difcourfe. . ° ; 


DEDICATION. 


wife Adminiftration, when I had fo fa- 


yourable}an Opportunity to fpeak of- it, 
1 have chofen to run the Danger of being 


accounted impertinent, in oprefenting to 


your Excellency the following! very im- 


That this Province may. long ae the 
happy Fruits of your Goodnefs and Great. 
nefs from the Chair of Government, and 
your. Excellency much of the ‘divine Pre. 
fence in your Adminiftration, and here. 
after a diftinguifhing Reward in the e 


omading World, is the fincere Prayer 
of, mages 


_ May it pleafe your Excellency, 
Your Excellency’s moft dutiful 


and moft humble Servant, 


: Jofeph Parfons. 


Ree hG OMe 
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SOLDIER. 


SRIBSBIVIVARSVERISUSRIE GVIRGS Ieee IeaeIe Ie 
Il. SAM. XVII. viii. 


Be thy Father is a Man of War—. 


9 xy@ HESE Words area Branch of David's 
Ree Charaéter, one of the moft politic ” 
259 Jw@\ Princes and greateft Captains of his 
‘ Day ; to whofe military ProwefS, under 
s GOD was owing the growing Great- 
nefs Me the Hebrew Nation, now near 
= the Summit of it’s PerfeSion. The ’ 

24094 Fame of him had gone far and’ wide, 

-- BINS beyond, the Limits of “fadea ; his very 
Name opened to him the Way to Victory, and the Lord bro’t 
the Fear. of bim upon all Nations. * 


* y Chron, xiv.’ 17- Thi 
s 1S 
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This is not the only Place in which the fame Chara&ter is 
given him. It was part of the Recommendation which in- 
troduced him at firft into the Prefence of Sau/, and opened the 
Way to his Marriage with q Daughter of that King, and after- 
wards to the Throne of Z/racl. 


That this was his eftablifhed Charadter appears,not only from 
the Hiftory of his Life, but alfo from the Argument of Hu/bar, 
the King’s Friend, in’ the Text and Context ; and the Succefs 
of it. For to what elfe is it to be afcribed, but the Terror of 
HisName, that the Counfel which Hu/hai gave, fo manifeftly 
defigned to further the Efcape of the King, fhould prevail in 


Oppofition to that of Ahitephel, theOracle of the Age ? Which, ~ 


had it been purfued, muft undoubtedly have iffued in the utter 
Ruin of David, and the Eftablifhment of his rebellious Son in 
his ufurped Dominion? It was Abitophel’s Opinion that the 
King was now to be followed with a fele& Body of Troops. 
while weary and weak handed: And that he knew saetit 
this was the Moment of Succefs and Victory, and Crifis of 
Abfolom’s Affairs, appears from the Defpair into which he fel] 
upon his Counfel’s being reje&ted. ~ 


From this probable Defign, Abfolom and his Courtiers were 


diverted by the Argument of Flufoai, in which he ftrenuoufly . 


applies to their Fears ; and‘reprefents the Danger of the Enter~ 
Prize from the heroick Qualities of Davidand his Men. Thon 
énsweft thy Father and his Men, faith he, that they be mighty 
Mens and they be chaffed in their Minds, asa Bear robbed of her 
Whelps in the Field’ “any THY Faruer ts A MAN oF 
AR, and will not ldge with the People. Here let me obferve, 
This is not the firft Time thata well laid wicked Defign hath 
pe conducted to the true Moment.of Execution, and then 
ailed thro? Cowardife, and, perhaps, the magnified Dangers 
Feprefented by a guilty Confcience. 


yy, ae ee of the Text is capable of the createft Latitude : 

iti 1 Bart &_ PY What follows, Flofoai had his Eye upon the 
Apgiica ‘art of it. : Abitophel’s Scheme*propeted® to mite “Ase 
thee, and bring back all the People. And to this it 15 
Gs a, anfwers, Thy Father isa Man of War and will not 
Shor Paes People: Bibold be is unw bid in fome Pits ed 


to the Soupier. Ir 

From the Words taken in the largeftSenfe, I might enter into 
the military’ Obaraéter of an accomplifhed Soldier, defcribe the 
Art of War, and point out and recommend the beft Manner 
of making it. “But'this I hope would be without my Province, 
becaufe Lam fure itis beyond my Capacity. But the gracious 
Charatters -and moral Accomplifiments of a military Man, may 
well fall under the Confideration of a Minifter of Jesus 
Curist, and a Teacher of that Gofpel, in which is brot 
down from) Heaven, the Wifdom which is neceflary for Men in . 
every Station and Condition in Life.’ Confidering therefore the 
words of my Text as fpoken of a religious Hero, I fhall’ hence 
takeOccafion to {peak to chriftianSoldiers of that gracious Turn 
of Mind, and thofe vertuous Accomplifhments, which will 
crown their military Atchievements, and be their Security and 
Glory. ‘This will be to confider RELiGion in apeculiarLight, 
and as it hath a fpecial Relation to a particular Order of Men 3 
a Light in which, I confefs, I have not been much ufed to con- 
fider it ; a Light in which I little expected ever to be called to 
confider it, and leaft of all upon this Occafion. 


In difcourfing upon thefe Words, what I propofe todo is, 


confider more generally, true Religion, asa very ufe- 
pe he oceaey Qualification in the Character of a Soldier. 


JI. I fhall fele& out of theCircle of CuristianGRaces, 
Ge Vertues as the peculiar Accomplifhment and Glory of a 


Soldier. 


J. Irue Religion is a very requifite Qualification, in the 
Charaéter of a Soldier. By true Religion, as it appears in the 
Life, [mean the Man, that, from 2 juft Apprehenfion of his 
Obligations to his Maker and himfelf, and an effectual Balief 
of the Doétrines and Motives revealed by Curisr in the 
Gofpel, hath made a deliberate and moft fincere Refignation 
of himlelf to Gop; and whofe Heart, hereupon, is by divine 
Grace ftedfaftly refolved to purfue eternal Life, ‘in the Pre- 
fence of Gop and CurisT, as his great End, and to make 
every otherConfideration giveWay to this. As there is nothing 

ore seafonable, -than that all our Faculties fhould a ce 

d + Bhs 
to the Service of GOD, who pve them and claims hee 
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who hath, of his free unmeritedGrace in Chrift, been pleafed to 
promife to reward the dueExercife & Improvement of them 3 
it will be'found, upon Examination, to adda true Luftre to 
the Glories of this World, dire&t the Exercife of every Power 
to its proper End, and give it frefh Vigour in‘all its Opera- 
tions. Every Order of Men, and the military Order in par- 
ticular, may, if they confider the Matter, eafily difcern a 
great Advantage of Religion in their proper Calling. _ iwi 
endeavour to illuftrate this Point, as briefly as I can, in a few 
Particulars, ee ST 


‘1. One Advantage of Religion to the Soldier iss it rectifieth 
his dims and direéteth them to- true and. noble. Ends. It 
enlargeth his: Views beyond the Limits of this fhort Life, and 
elevates his Defigns to the unfpeakable and: eternal Glories of 
the heavenly World ; which otherwife would be confined to 
the Glories of this, and a deathlefs F. ame, as heimagines, after 
himfelf is dead.  Inftead of this imaginary Immortality, he 
purfues a real one ; and confiders himfelf as happy in this, that 
GOD hath placed him in-fuch.a Condition of Life and Calling, 
as gives him an Opportunity to exercife the fublimeft Grace, 
whereby he may coie at lait to fhine in diftinguifhing Glory, 


There is indeed a Love of Fame and Gbhry in this World, 
which is then vertuous when it is purfued in the Paths of Reli- 
gion, and in Subordination to. the Glory of GOD. All Defire 
of Glory is not a faulty Ambition, any more than all Love of 
the World is the Sin of Covetoufnefs; and God himfelf hath 
been pleafed to gratify this Defire, as a Reward of a religious 
are to glorify him. Them that honour me, faith he, I will 
bonoier 5 and they that de[pife me foall be lightly effeemed. * y Ehis 
chire of Honour here, under a religious Regulation, as it isin 
ZeNcrous Minds 4 mighty Principle of A@tion, is futed to the 
nobleft Purpofes, gives the World the moft illuftrious Examples 
of Sreat and gracious AGions, and-is of moft efficacious In- 
Auence in the Hand of Providence, in bringing about: its great 
Defigns. And the Soldier, of all Men, is fuppofed beft to know 
‘ts Power and Influence upon the Minds and Adtions of Men. _ 


a 2 
But 


‘to the SouviER. tz 


it is the Character of the chriffian Soldier, to make every 
pons of worldly Glory give Place to his Hopes of that. 
which is above. And ifat any Time he finds himfelf inclined 
to purfue worldly Honour, by any Means inconfiftent with: 
thofe Hopes, he confiders it as a Stratagem of his Grand 
Adverfary the Prince of Darknels to deftroy him. And with 
a juft Indignation replies to it, as the Captain of his Salvation 
did before him, get thee behind me Satan. : 
Now, this is one great Advantage of Religion to a Soldier 5’ 
inafmuch as, by direéting his Aims to the Glory of God, it 
alters the Nature of his Actions, isa Reftraint from Wickednefs 
and Motive to Vertue, and puts him in the Way of obtaining; 
trueHappinefs and everlafting Honour. For he may be affured, 
that as Curist made bimfelf of no Reputation, and became obedient 
42 Déath,even the Death of the Crofs, and was therefore by GOD 
highly exalted, and had a Name given him above Cie Name, that 
at the Namé of Jesus every Knee foould bow ; * he alfo fhall be- 
glorified with him, if he imitates his great Example. ~ 


2. True Religion makes the Soldier a Bleffing to the World. 


For hence, every Enterprife being undertaken and conduéted 


i e Will of GOD, and confequently to the 
i as SEAT tie good of Mankind, he will not come 
within Reach of the Pfalmift’s Imprecation, vin thou the 
People that, delight in War +. The charitable Spirit of ie 
Gofpel, governing in his fanétified Mind, makes him value lefs 
the Glory of Conqueft than the Happinels of his TRC: 
tures, He will abhor the Tho’ts of murdering them by Thou- 
fands and ten Thoufands to eternife his own Name; and 
‘would not invade a peaceable Neighbour, contented within his 
own juft Limits, tho” to open the Way to univerfal Empire, 
and be renowned as Alexander, or Cz/ar. 


No; if he Delights in War, it is to fupprefS the injurious 
Spirit, and, if pofMible, deftroy it out of the World, . For fuch 
an End he willingly offers bimfelf unto the Lard, devoting the 
Strength of his Body, the Fortitude of his Mind, his Eftate and 


uM Phill 2.7, 85°93 10. + Pal. 68. 30. es 
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Life, and all thatisdearto him. Such a Soldier isa Bleffing 
tot 
Country, and the Scourge of cruel and ambitious Tyrants, the 
great Difturbers of the Repofe and Happinef of Mankind. 


_3- True Religion engageth the. Providence of GOD on our 
Side, and this is of the greateft Importance to the Soldier. 
For, whatever atheiftical Men have imagined, there isa GOD 
in Heaven, who is no unconcerned Spetator of what is done 


On Earth; but holds the Reins of Government in his — 


Bands, and whofe Counfel fhall fand againft all the Devices. 
Of ‘the Sons of Policy and War. He puiteth down one and 
Setteth up another. Ede maketh the Wrath. of Man to praife 
Bim, and the Remainders of Wrath he reftrains. It is he who, 
Stveth Viktory to Kings. Thine O Lord, is the greainefs, and the 
Power, and the Ghry, and the Viétory and the Majefty; and all 
that is in the Heavens and the Earth is thine; and there US ae 
Refiraint tothe Lord to Save by many, or by few. 


This is nota Doétrine peculiar to Revelation 3 but hath 

- been-affented to and. praticed upon by the Heathen World, 

And even thofe * Nations, that,fromIgnorance of the fupréme 

Being, and confined Views of theNature and Perfeétions of the 

eity, accounted it no better than Profanenef$ and Irreverence 

to their Gods, to invoke them uponOccafions of lefferMoment, 

could Not mifs this glaring Truth. ‘There is a divine Providence 

Severning the World, which by folemn Prayer is to be engaged 
On our Side in the great Concerns of War. 


What fignifies then ‘the moft refined Policy, or the greateft 
Teeeetne’s in militaryAffairs, if GOD be with ourAdverfaries ? 
T the Lord: be not on our Side, when Men rife up againf? us, they 
will Swallow us up quick, when their Wrath is kinled againf? us. + 


eB ie truly religious Soldier hath the greateft Encourage- 
1 i SPF in that Providence which extends it felf to the 
yee | Ribsunatt ances, as well as to the moft important Ac- 
ew 7PC our Saviour hath taught him to conclude that he, 
eee 


cial 124, 2, 3- Pe 


* Lacedemonians, Pip, 
. yho 


eWorld, the Defence of the weak, the Security of his, 
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who Cloaths the Lillies of the Field, who feeds the Ravens: 
and whofe Providence is concerned in the Fall of a Sparrow, 
will much more concern himfelf for his own Children. 


4. By Religion thofe particular Graces or. chriftian Vertuos 
are formed into the Soul, and maintained and cherifhed there, 
which are the Soldiers peculiar Glory, and of the greateft 
Ufefulnefs and Neceffity in his Calling: It is my Defign; as I 
propofed, to {peak to fome of thefe more particularly prefently, 
But here I would fay more generally and briefly. 


By Religion theSoldier learns to defpife theTertors of Death, 


vA profpect of Ufefulnefs in this World makes him-with to live, 


attain to the greater Glory hereafter, in the future. 
ee EBie his Apprehenfion of that Glory makes him with 
to depart and be with Chrift. By Religion then he is formed to \ 
live ufefully, or to die nobly : He is fitted for hisCalling in all 
Conditions, being equally prepared for Vitory or Death ; and 
having refigned himfelf to the Will of GOD, and learned in 
every State to be content, nothing can come amifs. If Dan- 
gersarife, if the Clouds gather, and thesHicavens “Brow black; 
‘and all the Prefages of a defolating Tempeft appear, his religious 
Mind quiets it felf in GOD. He is exercifed in the Ufe of 
weapon) peculiatly fitted for the evil Day 5 and hath Advant- 
es above others to withftand ; and, having overcome all, ta 
ag J. The Breaft-Plate of Righteoufnefs, the Shield of Faith, 
ad the Hope of Salvation are his Defence 3 and the Sword of 
oi Swirit, the dread of his fpiritual Adverfaries, may well be 
the Firesiatbly ones. By his Prayers, the threatned Dangers 
nite ar or he is carried thro’ them, and fometimes mar- 
e atly crowned with Succefs and Vidtory. But the worft 
ve can happen is temporal ; and this he little regards, 


On the other hand, if he fucceeds according to his Wifhes 
or beyond them, he ftill maintains an equal Temper of Mind. 
As Adverfity cannot deprefs him, neither can Succefs elate him 
into any indecent Mifbehaviour. And this too Religion doth 
for him, by begetting and keeping up in his Mind a continual 
Senfe and Fy pera - ic Joys the Prefence at 

; 0 big to leave Room for the meaner ones o 
GOD ; Joys too big ye 
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this fhort Life; and too entertaining to give way to them. 


« 


- I proceed now, 


fl. To confider fome chriftian Graces as.the peculiar Le- + 


complifoments and Glory of a Soldier, 


1. In the Front of thefe ftands Fortitude. Chriftian Forti- 
tude isa Vertue built upon a ftedfaft and influential Belief of 


this pra@tical Principle, that the Path of Duty is always to be 


purfued thro” the worft that can happen, and all Events to be 
left with GOD... It is the Firmnefs ofa Mind not to be diver- 
ted from its Purpofe by Dangers orSufferings ; but which will 
wifk every thing that is dear in Proportion to the. Value of a 
propofed End. Itis therefore as diftant from that Temerity, 
which is fometimes miftaken for it, when Men hazard their 
Lives from falfe Notions of Honour, or a kind of enthufiaftick 
Bravery, as Reafon is from Madnefs, The’ fame Reafon 
which dire&ts a Man to plunge into the midit of Dangers when 
called by his Duty, teacheth him too not to expofe needlefly 
a Life which is of the greateft Concern to every one. ; 

_ This Vertue is the Soldiers peculiar Glory; and the want 
of it utterly deftroys his Reputation. The World, from the 
higheft to the loweft,feems agreed to pay it the moft diftinguifh- 
ing Regards : The Recital of brave Fadts fires our Minds with 
a Spirit fomething like that by which the Hero performed them ; 
and that Hiftory pleafeth moft which is fulleft of them; while 
the Heart fickens within at the Mention of a cowardly Action, 


nical Principles ; and in this Light is to be confidered asa {pe- 
cial Gift of the GOD of Nature, refulting from a peculiar Dif- 
-humane Frame, and fupported by outward Ac- 
urfe of Providence, as Food and Exercife pro- 

per to that End. 
__ In this Light, tho? it cannot be confidered asa chri/tianGracts 
ought to be asa GjA g Nature; and is indeed.a valuable 
Talent betrufted With the Poffeffor, and as fuch to be improved 


r ea the SoupiER: . / By 


¢o. gracious Purpofess: and, to be accounted for, in the great 
o- ious Purp : 
Day of Retribution. t 


NY : : 

- alification very ufeful to a Soldier ; and, as I ap- 

It is 2 Qua Ty, age without a good Degree of it, no. 

prehender chufe,and devote himfelf to,a military Life. And 

Man “OD is to be praifed, as well as for the Strength and 

for it G' f ourBodies, dr the rational:ndowments ofourMinds = 

Ay dice is tomaintain it by a vertuous Life, temperate in 

agd the Sole and he that, by intemperate PraGtices and a foft 

all; bi Courfe of Living, deftroys it, isno Iefs culpable than 
fi weakens his Reafon: with Wine, 


«tit achriftianGrace, itis the Refult of the Reafonines 
Butaiye in ache the Word of Truth; the great Taftras 
of \one aie Gtification, under the Influences of the holy Spirits 
ment. Bf Aas Senfe of our Obligations to GOD; from aLove 
Tt fprings 0 ands, froma Fear of his. Difpleafure, from: the 
to his ieee ards, and from the Bafenefs of being affrighted 
Se Coat deration whatfoever from the Duty which we 
y an : 


owe him. 


. iftincui Fortitude of David from 
It is this sfhich tines te? ae being built upon religious 
that of the eee is uniform andinvariable. It is not merely 
Reiki appearing only in the Heat of Action ; bie 
a Fluth of fill ftrious when thofe Fluids are at the loweft it i 
ae f Glor may give a Spring to the Spirits, to Ww! 2G 
A Reoipest SE a ee Day may be chiefly to be Bice a mee 
bg eee all Things confpire to deprefs S “is to put 
when in then in our Patience to poffefs our ae ig 
fink the eAaereI and hope againft Hope, and betray 
our Truft at ught by-any Aétion unworthy our Chara@ter, 
Meannefs Val i ee Courage in the ftrongeft Light. And I 
exhibits the G oi able that fome of the greateft Heroes which 
add, itis eae sroduced, have been formed to a& with Succefs 
World ues ay the moft exalted Stations, by preceeding Suf- 
“This was the Cafe of David, the Man of War in out 
And thus an Hero of our own, Winner ers 
Memory, to bi WE owe much of the Su er 


the 
and Appl 
ferings- 
Text. 
of glorious 


se 


is RELIGION recommended 


of the Crown in the’ illuftrious Houfe of « Hanover, by a Series 
of Calamities was prepared to be the Deliverer of Europe from 
the grafping Defigns of a neighbouring ambitious AZonarch ; and 
by his Prefence of Mind, the Wifdom of his Condué, and his 
perfevering Conftancy ina Courfe of ill Succefs, ~had.a jufter 
‘Claim to'the Title of rue Great, thanhe that had it. 


But if it be true thata State of Suffering exhibits the Grace 
of Fortitude in the faireft and {tron 
itin the higheftPerfe@ion if we look into 
Life'and Death of JESUS) the Captain 
was a Man of Sorrows and acquainted with’ Griefs ; whofe Con- 
ftancy was not to be fhaken by a Profpe& of Sufferings which 
Language cannot defcribe ; but who, for the Foy that was fet 
before him, endured the Crofs and defpifed the Shame, and isi fes- 
down at the right Hand of the Throne of GOD. + And, it is: 
Particularly to be noted, He is faid to be qualified by Sufferings 
for the greatUndertaking of leading the Sons of GOD to Glory; ; 
in €onfequence of which, he was himfelf crowned with Glory 
and Honour. * 2 


our BisLEs, upon the 


2. Clemency is to be confidered as another chriftian Grace, 
and a very ufeful Qualification, and greatOrnament to aSoldier, 
It isan humane benevolent Difpofition towards all Men, in-: 
clining toKindnefs and Favour, where there is Room to beftow 
them. It is the offspring of thofe Commands in the Gofpel, 
Love one anather, Love your Enemies. 

Infome Refpeéts it hath the Advantage of Strength or For- 
titude. By thefe indeed Armies are boaten, Caftles taken, and 
the Bodies of Men fettered in Chains of SubjeGtion : But Cle- 
®ency feizeth the Soul, wins over the Affe@tions to your Side, 
and fubje&s the conquered to your Seryice upon Principles 
Hever to be diffolved. Tt is the diftinguifhingSpirit of the Gof- 
pel, and like it’s divine Author conquers it’sOppofers by Mira- 
cles of Love ; 


while Forti ik fFeéts it’s Defigns 
by the Methods ShDLeaR a ‘ 


eee 
+ Heb, 12, 2, Bch ail Oye ind 


geft Light, we may behold: 


of our Salvation ; who’ 


»go-tbe SOLDIBR: £9 


ie : een made by this Vertue >, And in : 
sen ent Ce eee of former *Fimes to ret ea 
fearching ae Polices of War, you will find Inftances of thofe 
felves pals repeated Vigtories, could never compleat their 
that, even aim Clemency. An Hero then feems at theTop 
Conquetts ibs having furmounted the greateft Difficul- 
of his VV 119. 


fi rdons him at his Feet. He 
ties, he fubdues his Enemy and. pa! 


: ble Vidtory gotten at the fame Time,, over 
.. Sia ial ¢ oa cele fand to deny himfelf thePleafure 
~ his Enemy, 


Revenge, where the Affronts received have been very great, 
f Reve > 
& often the harder Tafk. 


i Grace very ornamental and 
‘GOD is another y 

; ak Fee: Criticks, as I remember», Poe vee 

Bnet i ftance of the ae ne eee in the 

Se : Sublimity a Sentiments nee forms theHeros 

Tabits 0 i Eos fear none 

: f the Mind, an’ F OD as that he fear none 

tana iti ry that he is fe that have been fo defti- 

2 


evil, than t it, and parti- 
the Brute ane ae others under the Influence of it, p 
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fance, and opens a Door of ‘Hope in the GOD of his Salvation. : 


4. Loyalty is a very neceffary Vertue ina Soldier. Subjec- 
tion to the higher Powers is an apoftolick Precept, and binds 
the Soldier’s Confcience. ‘The fame Text that bids us Fear 


Horrors defcribed' without any Exagsrevation, no Man of any 
Confideration ‘but would tremble to remember he had ever 
€ntertained a difloyal Tho’t in his Heart, 


Often there is in Difloyalty fuch Ingratitude as is utterly. jn- 
confiftent with true Honour. The rebellious Soldier is one that 
hath lived upon his Sovereign’s Bread and worn his Honours 
and therefore, barely from the Ingratitude of his Adions, if he 
had lived at Athens, he would, by theLaw of theLand,have been 
seduced to the ignomihious State of aSlave; or amongft the 
Macedonians, punithed with Death, - 


Nor let it be imagined, there is any Thing criminal inthe 
Life and Chara@er of David upon this Head. - It is true, the 
injurious Treatment of his Prince, and his Defign upon his Life 
drove him into the Wildernefs for his Security.. But notwith- 
ftanding all the Wrongs he had to complain of in the deareft 
Concerns, and the continual Danger of Death in which he lived, 
he never enterprized any Thing againft his Crown or Life 3 but 
generoufly diverted the Purpofe ’ of another againft the latter, 
Choofing rather to leave theRedrefs of his Wrongs to thatGOD, 
at whofe Tribunal all the <ings of the Earth muft appear like 
Common Men, than to make himfelf a Judge and Revenger in 


: 
Tex Pet. 2.77; Lo 


his 
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his own. Caufe againft his Sovereign. * The Part which Davig 
agted was no other than that of a Man con{cious of his own 
Integrity, perfecuted by a tyrannical Prince, and flying from the 
many unmerited Deaths that purfued him, ----._ But I forget. I 
am difcourfing to New-Englith Soldiers, whofe AffeGion to the 
Houfe of Hanover, and Loyalty to his prefent Majefty are fo 
firmly fecured, that to fay much upon this Head, may be tho’¢ 
yery needlefs. My Excufe, if it needs any, muft be, the Sa- 
tisfaétion I take in {peaking upon this Subjeét convinceth me 
‘of the Pleafure with which I fhould be heard, if I could do it 
any Juftice, : : 


i eof One’s Country is another Vertue well becom- 
aeoruaa very Member of the Body politick hath a 
proper Office affigned it ; and the meaner ones are not without 
their Ufefulne(s, The Eye cannot fay to the Head, Ihave no need 
of thee; nor again, the Hand to the Foot, I haveno need of you. 
Wie the Merchant and the Hufbandman fupply the Soldier 
with foreign or domeftic Provifions, for the Support and Come 
fort of his Life, he, in his- Turn, fecures them a thee Foffe 2 
fions, by his military Skill and Courage. ee ie 0 y filly 
Tied together, is compacted by that which every Fi a Supplieth ; 
aid heey Part, exerting its proper Influences fe sae quran 

; building it felf up in the mutua e 

oer te ‘Love is the Union of the, whole Bolts 
dire@ting its various Powers to the fame End. Welbon eae 
vours of the Community to promote its pun ees take 
their Rife from the Love of one’s Counts 
every Man is the Principle of Self-Preferva 


| ftrous, fora Man to 

i no Jefs abfurd and monitr 
ota core of Enmity againft his countrys, than fo be a 
SclfHater. And for a Soldier to employ his military owers 
to opprefs ariel sa his Country, is for one Hand to cut off.the 


other, and then deftroy the whole Body. 


* x Sam. 26. 8. $3 Cor. 12, 21 
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~ ophe facred Scriptures give us many noble Inftances of this 
pamion. And the Enemy feemed to know the Power of itin 
yertuous Minds, when, to ageravate the Senfe of Mifery in the 
People of Gon, they required them to fing one’ of Zian’s Songs. 
“Ploiw fall we fing, faith the Pfalmift, the Lord’s Song in a flrange 
Land. If forget thee, O Jerufalem, let my right Hand for- 
ot her Gunning. If I do not remember thee, let my Tongue cleave 
‘to the Roof Gj. my Mouth; if I prefer not Jerufalem above my 


chief Fay: 


Tt was a Love totheir Country, a mighty Affe&tion’ to the 
happy Privileges which Gop had given them, that fpirited ma- 
ny of , the Captivity to leave the Poffeffions which they had 
gained in foreign Lands, and return thro’ very great Difcou- 
ragements, to the Land of their Fore-fathers’ Nativity 5  whilft 
many others of lefs Courage, or more Love to their worldly 
Acquifitions, contented themfelves to: enjoy their religious 
Privileges in the beft Manner ‘they could amongft the Heathen, 
But in vdne doth this Grace appear with greater Advantage, 
than in Webemiab, tho’ born ‘and educated in a ftrange Land, 

“The great Honour he had in the Perfian Court might have 
prevail’d with another to have neglected the ruinous State of 
his Country, and the Wall of Ferufalem ftill broken down in 
many Places, and confequently expofed continually to the In- 
roads and Infults of their Enemies. But the Ufe he made of 
it was to fecure the Favour of the Monarch for his People, and 
to be fent into Fudea, with a Commiffion to rebuild the Walls 
and Gates of that City. A great Example this, and what de- 
ferves often to be tho’t upon by a religious Soldier, that he 
preferve in himfelf a Love to his Country, and an Affe&tion to 
its Privileges, civil and religious; For no Men are more 
likely tobe a Bleffing to their People, by preferving and de~ 
fending them, or a Blaft, by deferting and deftroying them: 
In their Hand is the Sword to preferve or deftroy. 


6. Obedience to Superiours, is another Vertue very neceffary 
for Soldiers. This is a Duty of great Importance to the Com- 


* Pfal, 137+ 5> 6, 


munity ; 
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munity 5 and the Neglect of it is the Inlet to Anafchy) and 
Confufion. , No State, no Church can fubfift long without’ its 
and the Succefs-of our “Arms: is neceffarily conneGted with ‘it. 


_ Hf every private Soldier, was firft to be fatisfied of the Wa(dom 
of his Officer’s, Command before he moyed, he would often be, 
reafoning when he fhould be fighting ; and in the mean Time 
Opportunities would be loft, which could no more be, recalled 
than the Moment in which they prefented themfelves. 


Neither are the greateft Dangers to be regarded, in Oppo- 
fition to a Superiour’s Command. “When the religious Soldier 
firft entred- upom his Galling, he devoted his Life to the Service 
of his Gon, his King and Country. To rifk it then,, when 
commanded, is the very Thing lie came out for: Duty 18 t0 
be confidered and not Danger. Ifhe returns, he comes back 
with Honour and SatisfaGtion, and ftands fair for Preferment : 
Ifhe falls, he dies greatly, and ina Manner not undefireable 5 
and his Memory fhall be bleffed. He dics in the Bed of true 
Honour, which is better than that ofa Fever. 


And as a moft ready and ftrenuous Obedience is of the great 
eft Importance in the‘Time of Aétion, it is alfo of great Ne- 
ceffity in the Time of Inftru@tion. I am forry there is any 
reafon to complain, the little Refpeét, which is paid to Officers 
in fome Country Towns in the Difcharge of their Duty, is to 
be affigned as one Reafon of the little Proficiency. made by 
military Exercifes, Whether thisFaultbe fo general as to have 
been obferved by thofe that have gone before me, 1 know not. 
But that it is common enough to. juftify this Remark, Imake 
ed Doubt. | And Tam perfuaded the great Liberty of Speech 
which Soldiers take in the Field before their Officers, and even 
a the Time of Exercife, fometimes in an unmannerly good 

umour, at other Times in angry Refentment, is an Evil that 
needs greatly to be reformed. And it becomes them to be 


fabje&, if noe for Wr ety. far Con fei d this 
minds me coe Gepaicals: mise fi pees : 


7+ Laftly, A teachable Spirit is an : ffary Qualification in 
a Soldier. —Itis fo in acquiring Kaos a sil in anyArts 
and no Man can expect to excell in military Skill without it. 


Inftead 
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Inftead ° therefore of bringing to'military Exercifes an idle, 
carelefs or ludicrous Spirit) they fhould be atténded with a 
Defire and Defign to learn the Duty ofa Soldier; and become 
expert in the Handling of Arms, He that is convinced that 
this Kind of Skill is neceffary to accomplifh him: for theDefence 
of his Country, ought to’account the Time of militaryExercifes 
t00' precious to be trifled away.’ And Tam) perfuaded, if Sol- 
dicts came to’ them with’ an Appétite to the Skill that is to Be 
acquired by them, and:a confcientious Difpofition to make the 
beft Improvement of them for that End, few as they are. the 
would be greatly ferviceable. y a UEY. 


’ But as few if any Arts are arrived at fuch’ PerfeGtion a8. to! 
be uncapable of receiving Improvement from the ingenious ae 
induftrious, a Genius’ will not content it felf to learn only what’ 
hath been’ taught before; but will be ambitious of adornin: 
his Art with new Additions of Knowledge, or'a better shane? 
of performing it. Soldiers, I prefume, are not fubje& to aSpirit 
of Bigotry; and if any new Methods fhould be found’ out 
more beautiful and expeditious than’ what -had been’ in ufe, E 
fuppofe a Fondnefs for old Practices would hardly prevent their 
being laid afide for new that are better. Uzziah King of Fudah. 
a Prince of a warlike Genius, is mentioned with Honour in the 
facted Scriptures for the great Improvements he made in the 
Art of War. Yourcad, + He prepared for them thro’out all thé 
Eft Shields, and Spears, and Helmets, and Habergeons, and Bows, 
and Slings to caft Stones. And he made in Ferufalem Engines in- 
vented by cunning Men to be upon the Towers and upon the Bulwarks 
to hoot Arrows and great Stones withal: And his Name Spread far 
abroad, for he was marveloufly helped'till he was flrong. * 


+ 2 Chron. 26. 14, 15. 


* Jam very fenfible feveral other Vertues, h: ' 

3 claim to be confidered as the Soldiers peer e: 
plifhment and Glory ; but the Defire I had, not to exceed 
ee expected Limits of thefe Difcourfes, caufed me to omit 
them, 


To 


to the SoupIER. a5 


To fum up all, this is the religious Turn of Mind, and fuck 
as thefe the Chri/tian Graces which are the Accomplifhment and 
Glory of a Soldier. Indeed they are fo of Men of every Con- 
dition, and in every Relation which they fuftain, They thine 
equally in the Cabinet as the Camp, they are the Glory of the 
State and of the Church, of a Community and every .Member, 
ofit. It is the Righteou/ne/s. which exalteth a Nation, and it’s 
Oppofite the Six which is the Reproach of any People. The an- 
cient Spartans were fo fenfible of the Power of thefe Vertues,. 
that they tho’t Walls and Fortifications unneceflary for the 
Security of a valiant People. ” Cities fhould not be walled 
« with Stone and Timber, but with the Courage of the Inha- 
© bitants,? faid one of their * Kings to him that afked, why, 
Sparta was without Walls. : 


By thefe, they feemed to think, the Valour of their Citizens 
would be diminifhed. I dont defign to recommend this Lacede- 
monian Policy to my@ountry-men: Lonly obferve, the unavoid- 
able Deficiencies of thefe are beft fupplied with that. chriflian 
Grace, which is of infinitely fuperiour Force to any moral Vertue 
in the Heathen World. ; : 


d, it is to fuch Perfons, ta 


And, what i to be regarde 
> what is greatly to be reg: that the encour- 


fuch Armies, and to fuch a State and People, 
aging Promifes of the Proteétion and Prefence of GOD a 
made in his Word. Agreably you read in the Prophet, Aus a 
walketh righteoufly and [peaketh uprightly, he that alefpifet> the ve 
of the Oppreffor,, that fhaketh his Hands from holding of Bribes, ha 
Stoppeth his fr from hearing of Blood, and foutteth bis fe ett 
Seeing Evil: He fhall dwell on high: His Place fpall be the Pe 
tions of Rocks, Bread hall be given him, his Waters fpall be. Sure. 


have been faying to Men of the 


Let mé i yhat I 
me now inforce Wa n I fall conclude. 


Mirirary Orbe, and the 


There are two Things which it hath been my Defign to re" 
commend in this Difcourfe. Ones, a religious Dedication © 
- nn 


* Ageflaus. Put. + Ua 33. 15, 16. 
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dur fel¥s 0° GOD, made with: the “utmoft SeriouliefPandS;,. 


-eerity, drifing from a real and influential: Conviction of hes 


Truths of the Gofpel, made’ in our Minds by-the Word an@ 
Spirit of GQD: And the other 185° the Confidération and Im 
provement of thofe Chri/tian Graces, which Wwill-be’ the ‘peculiar 
Ornament of a Chri/tian Soldier,” ous $30 


G & 


The firft is: certainly of the greateft Confequence fo the Man,’ 
whofe Calling‘it is to hazard his Life for his'King and Country; 
ff to die well be of infinitely the greateftConcern to every Many 
it efpecially becomes thofe to be’ Prepared! for Death, whofe 
Bufinefs in Life lies upon’ the very Margin ofthe Grave. The 
Uncertainty of Death, how'little foever it heeded, is an ‘ane, 
anfwerable Argument with every one toa fpeedy- Repentance ee 
but it ftrengthens with every Manin Proportion to the peculiar 
Hazard his Life is incident to. a ie 


“Itis not, my’Brethren, a Profeffion ‘of Chritianiiy by Bap- 
tifm; or any other Ordinance ; it is not a mere Form of Godlj 
refs, and a Naitie to lives while in’ Heart and Life we’are dead. 
to the Beliefand Pra&tice of the Gofpel,’ which I'am nowy meat 
commending : But an Apprehenfion of the Importance of fp; _ 
ritdal and everlafting Things, and an Heart formed to all ‘the 
vertuous Purpofes of the chriffian Life, with’ a jut’ Abhor_< 
rence of all Sin, and an anfwerably’vertuous and heavenly Tigo 
and Converfation, «! “i 7 
* This'only Gar’ make Death fafe, and juftify any Man jn 
devoting-himfelf toa Life oF Dangers. By this, that Fortitade 
of Spirit; whichis a chriffien Vertue, is diftinguifhed, from’ the). 
Ra/bhifs- of Bim, that, tho’tlelS: oF the future, rufheth like the 
Horfe into the Battle, And without this, Chriffianity, the ge- 
nuine Parent fof true Cotitage, would only ferve to beget in 
Men, Terrors that would utterly unfit them for Action: For,- 
rf make no Doub, the Gofpel of Chrift, believ’d, but not 
obey’d, woulll difhearten the Soldier in the Day of Battle, (if 
he had any jult Apprehenfion of his guilty Condition ) and give 
the-heathen-Stranger..to the-Doétrines.of everlafting Mifery in 
the future World, a reat Advantage over him. And finally, 
by this the Favour of Gop is fecureds who covert #3 Head % 
Rots the 


| 
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the Day of Battle, and. crowneth. the Soldier-with Succes and 
WiEoryscites Senn - 1s) ath oh BORA a3 MD 

Such Confiderations as thefe, were they duly entertained, 
would have a peculiar Influence upon every Man. that fuftains 


* 


a military CharaGter. 


ae p re N é and 
By frequent Meditation therefore “upon the Nature at 


Tendency of the feveral Graces of ce aen Meath & 
himfelf with the Excellency of that, the i Gain thereof thar 
better than the. Merchandife of Silvers aNd. aki and not t0 be 
fine Golds; which is more precious than Ru fies > Prayer, Jet 
equalled by all the Things that thou can ft fof i Te tie pro- 
himeengage the fanétifying Influences of the F eae Father ; 
mi(ed'to them that afk him of Gop their Le every Call of 
and by continual Pra@tice and cae Baas Difpofi- 
Seca >and | Gon 
Coton co Aa Rita Oe 
him remembers Fe that is flow to Anger 1s ra teas be aa Hees 
and he that ruleth bis Spirit, than ale (oh a i He ni hee 
by.the daily Repetition of gracious AGions, let him Euay 
the Habits of them within ar Hark bee. agile in 
aN eed JOop.; that his lear Bape Le aes 
ous pO ty the Ulefulnefs of it in his, military, 
Calling, % “De : , Bit 
7 . 
of 


28 Reiic10wn recommended 


But it is now Time to come to a Conclufion, and T fhall do 
it with an Addrefs to the Gentlemen that have called me to 
this Service this. Day. 


Gentlemen, y 


I confider the ancient and honourable Artillery-Company , 
as a School of military Inftruétion, diffufing its Influences’ into 
the moft diftant Parts of the’ Province. "By your Exercifes’ 
itis, that fome ofour moft accomplifh’d Soldiers Have acquired 
their excelling Skill in thefe’ Matters, whereby they have ‘been 
able to inftruét others. “The UfefulnefS of your Exercifes, and 
military Accomplifhments, is not confined within yourfelyes 
but is very cxtenfive. * , " 


This Confideration, therefore, ought to fix your Aims 
and quicken your Endeavours after~ the” highelt Degrees 
of Perfection in military Vertue. The Profpeét of Ufeful- 
nefs is your Argument, and the more Good you have it in 
your Power to do, the ftronger it is. This is your End 
whether you read in the Study, or praétice in the Field 2 
whether you fearch into the Reafons of ancient Cuftoms, 
or the Praétice of the prefent Day ; whether you record, 
from the Hiftories of former Times for future Ufe, the 
Stratazems of War, the Policy of which pleafeth you beft ; 
or the heroic Sentiments of fome great Captain'that ftrike 
you moft, or any divine Refleétions of fingular Influence 
upon your military Life. Your End in all thefe Things 
Is the Glory of Gop, and the Service of your King and 
Country, What Care and Pains then become you ‘to ex- 
Cell in every illu(trious Accomplifhment of the Soldier, that 
by the Force of your Inftructions and reputable’ Exam- 
ample, others may learn of you the fublimer as. well as the 
More common ones? ‘ 


If there be any Time, which, more than other, re- 
quires the Accomplifhment. of a Soldier, in’ Perfeétion, it 
is now.” Gov, who hath been lifting up an Enfign to 
the Nations, and asa juft Punifhment toan ungodly World, 
fuffered the Lufts of Men to break forth into Wars and 

Fightings, 
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Fightings, hath, the other Day, caufed the’ Alarm of War 
to be founded in our Ears alfo.' On one Side, we are in: 
Fears from the Invafions of exafperated Powers from afar s> 
and on the other, from the Sword of the Wildernefs in 
the Hands of bloody Men, whofe tender Mercies are Cruelties. 
We have heard with our Ears, and our Fathers have told 
us; what bloody Tragedies have been aéted upon the Stage: 
of New-England in their Day; fuch as, in the Relation, 
might feem rather the Work of Fancy than of a faithful 
Hiftorian. And ‘to render our Profpeéts the more ‘difmal, 
what Grounds have we to: fear our Wickednefs hath made 
us ripe for the Judgments of an incenfed Gon, and to have. 


the fame things aéted over again ? 


It is now no Time for Soldiers to content themfelves with 
fhowy Exercifes and fplendidAppearances, which like the Lilly, 
bloom and wither ina Day. ‘The Defence of your Country 
calls you into the Field, not of Exercife, but of Battle. You 
are to handle your Arms in good earneft) and not as one that 
beats the Air : You are not now to fence for Exercife or Often- 
tation, but to defend your felves ; and what is more yourCoun- 
try, and drive away the Enemy from the Gates. 


It is hich Time therefore that, being the Subjects of Grace 
and San@ification, you live in the daily Exercife of every Ghry = 
ian Vertue ; and by fuch a Life, accompanied with a careful 
Self Examination, you had made your Calling and Ekeétion fure 5 


, and were able to think with Calmnefs and Indifference upon 


that which is fo much the dread of all Men, and thro” oe 
which fo many are all their Life Time fubjec? to eae i 
unrepented of, and unforfaken, is 2 Thing oft deftructive (0) 
true Valour, and will be the worft Enemy in the Day of Battle. 
And he that is under the Influence of it may well dread Death 5 
and is prepared to run away to his everlaftidg Infamy, which 
would be worfe than Death, were it not for what is to follow- 
The Wicked flee when no Man purfueth, but the Righteous are bold 


as a Lion, 


But on the other Hand, having fecured the Salvation of Weare 
Souls, thro’ the Merits of the REDEEMER, you may not ey 


Pe Ae ee 
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be fearle& and, tndaunted af all thehideousForms;thatDeathican 
swear, buteven'with, to die in the Defence of your Country, the 

iteft Flonour anyMan. can afpire tonert to; that of dyingfor 
the Honour of/Curtsa, who firlt died.sfor him,;.and, what 
isinfinitély more, may be calm as, your own, Confciences in that 
aniverfal Ruin;: when the Heavens shall bé.on; Firey.and-the Ble 


